
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Tess Gerritsen’s Spy Coast 
 
Former spy Maggie Bird came to the seaside village of Purity, Maine, eager to put the past behind her a;er a 
mission went tragically wrong. These days, she’s living quietly on her chicken farm, sBll wary of blowback from 
the events that forced her early reBrement. 

But when a body turns up in Maggie’s driveway, she knows it’s a message from former foes who haven’t 
forgoCen her. Maggie turns to her local circle of old friends—all reBrees from the CIA—to help uncover the 
truth about who is trying to kill her, and why. This “MarBni Club” of former spies may be reBred, but they sBll 
have a few useful skills that they’re eager to use again, if only to spice up their rather sedate new lives. 

ComplicaBng their efforts is Purity’s acBng police chief, Jo Thibodeau. More accustomed to dealing with rowdy 
tourists than homicide, Jo is puzzled by Maggie’s reluctance to share informaBon—and by her odd circle of 
friends, who seem to be a step ahead of her at every turn. 

As Jo’s invesBgaBon collides with the MarBni Club’s maneuvers, Maggie’s hunt for answers will force her to 
revisit a clandesBne career that spanned the globe, from Bangkok to Istanbul, from London to Malta. The 
ghosts of her past have returned, but with the help of her friends—and the reluctant Jo Thibodeau—Maggie 
might just be able to save the life she’s built. 

 
From Cynthia Eden’s Monster without Mercy 
 
Anyone can be tempted… 

Xavier Hollow is the king of destrucBon. A shi;er, a vampire, a demon—every nightmare you have—all rolled 
into one very smoking hot package. Xavier snaps his fingers, and the world falls at his feet. His enemies 
tremble in fear. And the women who want him? They tremble with yearning. Life (and death) is one fabulous 
ride…unBl a certain very old curse kicks in for him. A curse that threatens to take away all of his dark power. 

He needs someone good…to fall for him. STAT. 

Three days. That’s how long Xavier has to tempt one Mercy Josephine. Innocent, pure, the actual descendant 
of an angel, she’s all the things that normally give him hives—literally. He’s allergic to good and just can’t stand 
it. CommiVng a “good” act causes Xavier physical pain. The bigger the act, the more intense his suffering. But, 
for Mercy, he’ll have to pretend to be someone very, very different. Someone who is—unfortunately and ever-
so-disgusBngly—good. 

He’ll corrupt her. She’ll save him. 

A simple enough task. Go to the costume ball. Charm the modern-day princess. Get her to sacrifice her soul for 
him. Done. He could probably bring her to the dark side with just a kiss. But then he meets Mercy and realizes 
that he’s not the only one looking to destroy some goodness. Other beasts are closing in, and in order to break 
the curse that haunts him, Xavier will have to do the one thing he never expected…protect Mercy. BeauBful, 
brave, and—shudder—good Mercy. 



Your Turn to Craft 4Ws! 
Who is your main character(s)?  

                

                

                

                

What do they want? (Goal) 

                

                

                

                

Why do they want it? (Motivation) 

                

                

                

                

Why can’t they have it? (Conflict)  

                

                

                

                

Resources 

¨ Debra Dixon’s GMC: Goal Mo)va)on, & Conflict 

¨ Jennifer Hilt’s The Trope Thesaurus: Trope Your Way to a Stronger Story 

Download today’s slides and this handout at: www.AsaMariaBradley.com/SpokaneWritersConference 

https://www.asamariabradley.com/spokanewritersconference/

